SOUTHWESTERN OHIO GIRLS

FASTPITCH SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION

BYLAWS: 2010 Final
1:  NAME
The name of the organization shall be The Southwestern Ohio Girls Fastpitch Softball Association, and shall be referred to in these bylaws as SOGFSA. The association shall be a non-profit organization.

2:  PURPOSE
    A.  To promote and develop fastpitch softball for girls.

    B.  To teach good sportsmanship and fair play to all participants. 

    C.  To encourage spirit and enthusiasm in friendly competition.

    D.  To provide training and instruction in the fundamentals of fastpitch softball

3:  ORGANIZATION   

    A.  The SOGFSA shall be comprised of youth sports organizations representing various geographic areas hereafter referred to as Districts. Each district will retain authority to form teams, charge fees, and establish rules of conduct within their district, provided that no SOGFSA Bylaws are violated. 

B.  The SOGFSA shall be governed by a Board of Directors, hereafter referred to as the Board, which 
shall be elected according to these Bylaws.

C.  The Board shall consist of representatives from each District, and one member will preside as 
      League Director.

          1.  Each district will elect or appoint a representative to the Board each year.  Executive Officers,

               (League Director, Assistant League Director, Secretary and Treasurer), will be elected from this
    Board.
          2.  Each Executive Officer will be chosen by a simple majority vote of the represented Districts.

    a. To be eligible, each Executive Officer must have been a board member for a minimum of two 
                     (2) years.


    b. The Term of Office shall be two (2) years for each Office.

          3.  Nominations for Executive Officers will be in September.  Voting will take place in October with

               each elected Officer assuming their office at the November meeting.
          4.  In order to not have all Offices vacated at the same time, the order of elections will be:
               a.  League Director and Secretary will be elected in the EVEN numbered years

               b.  Assistant League Director and Treasurer will be elected in the ODD numbered years
          5.  Coordinators report to the League Director and shall be appointed by a majority vote of the Board

and shall serve for a period of one (1) year.  The coordinators will consist of a Website Manager, Score Reporter, and Tournament Coordinator

          6.  For issues requiring a vote of the Board, each member District will have one vote.  The League Director will vote only in the case of a tie vote.

7. Another District representative may vote in the absence of an elected or appointed Board 
               representative.

          8.  All new Districts that are accepted will be subject to a one year probationary period. During this 
               period they will not be considered Board members and will not be allowed to vote on any issues 
               but will still be expected to attend all Board meetings. New members must adhere to all rules and 
               Bylaws, must exhibit good sportsmanship, and must prove to be an asset to our association. At the 
               end of their one year probationary period the Board will hold a hearing to determine whether or 
               not to grant membership to the board. The Board holds the right to suspend them from the 
               association.

          9.  Each District will be responsible for monitoring all of its teams to ensure compliance with all rules 
               of SOGFSA. Violations will be taken to the Board and could result in the offending District being 
               barred from participation in SOGFSA for one year.
         10. Each District is required to screen their coaches so that SOGFSA can be assured that we have the 
               best quality coaches possible, coaching in our association.



11. SOGFSA will be governed by USSSA rules and regulations for all leagues. 
4:  MEMBERSHIP AND DUES 

A. Membership shall be open to all organizations interested in promoting fastpitch softball in 
Southwestern Ohio.  Those interested in becoming a member must contact the League Director or Assistant League Director.  The League will supply an application to apply for membership. Once the application is received the League will set a time and date for the interested party to come to a Board meeting to ask for consideration.  Once you have been heard at the meeting, the Board will vote on your application.  The League Director or Assistant League Director will contact the party with the results of the vote.  Effective January 1, 2006, membership will be limited to one (1) organization per community/district.  All current members prior to this date will be grandfathered.  This provision may be waived at the sole discretion of the SOGFSA Board with the belief and understanding that the new organization will be a healthy fit for SOGFSA and it will not be detrimental to the current member(s) from said community/district.
B. Organizations must enter at least one (1) team in a SOGFSA league each year to maintain active status.  Any organization not participating will be deemed as dropping out and must reapply for membership as any new organization must do.

C. Each District will be required to pay annual dues of $30.00 to be collected by January 31st.  Dues may be paid in person or mailed any time prior to the end of January.  Any organization not paying or mailing dues on time will not be considered a member of SOGFSA for the current season.  
D. Each District will also pay a fee of $20.00 per team entered into the SOGFSA.   Out of this fee a stipend of $1.00 per team will be paid as compensation for the League Director, $1.00 per team paid to the Treasurer, $2.00 per team paid to Secretary, $2.00 per team will be paid to the Assistant League Director, $1.00 per team paid to the Website Manager, $2.00 per team will be paid to the Score Reporter, and $1.00 per team for the Tournament Coordinator.  The remaining $10.00 will be used for general administration and software/IT costs. This fee must be paid at SOGFSA's final March meeting.
E. Any team playing within our leagues may be USSSA sanctioned through SOGFSA.  Team sanction fees will be determined each year by USSSA. The USSSA sanction fees must be paid at the same time the SOGFSA team fees are due. 

5:  RULES AND REGULATIONS
A. League and tournament play will be divided into Upper (A) and Lower (B) divisions, whenever the amount of teams entered make this a feasible option.  

1. The divisions will consist of the following age groups: 10-under, 12-under, 14-under, and a High School division. The High School division is for any player that still has high school eligibility left.  High School Seniors are NOT eligible to play in this league.
2. Teams will be placed in Upper or Lower Division based on their records during the previous season (if they played in SOGFSA).  Teams that finish first or second in a “LOWER” division, will automatically be placed in the “UPPER” division the following season, except 10U teams moving to 12U.  10U teams requesting not to be placed in the 12U-A division must have Board approval.  A “returning team” will be defined as any team from the previous season that has a minimum of seven (7) returning players to that team.
3. New teams will be placed in either the “Upper” or “Lower” division based upon agreement between the District Representative and the SOGFSA Board.

4.  Any team in the “Lower” division wanting to move to the “Upper” division may do so without Board approval.  Teams in the “Upper” division wanting to move to the “Lower” division must have Board approval.
B. District Directors are responsible for making sure all their teams won/loss records are reported to the SOGFSA Assistant League Director by the end of July.  Tournament won/loss records are not needed.  Organizations that do not report by July 31 will have their teams placed in “Upper” division the following season at Board discretion.

C. Teams that are not going to show for a game must report to the Head Coach or the District Director of the opposing team at least 48 hours prior to game time. This must be a personal contact. Any e-mails, voice mails or any other means of contact other than talking directly to one of the aforementioned people can be construed as a no-show, no-call.  Notify the League director and SOGFSA will bill that District $40.00 a game for no-show, no-calls.  This fee is to cover the cost of umpires and other costs that the Host District incurred due to the no-show, no-call. The League Director will keep a tally of all fines and bill each District for all fines that they incur at the end of the season. Upon receiving payment of the fines, the League Director will reimburse each District all monies that they are due.

D. Any organization that has a team drop out after being scheduled will be subject to a $50.00 fine for each team that drops out. This fine is due to SOGFSA within 30 days of a team dropping out. If the fine is not paid, the organization will be prohibited from participating in SOGFSA the following season.

E. Coach’s roster forms must be turned in no later than the last meeting in March to the Assistant League Director. These rosters can be submitted in person or via e-mail. All rosters (emailed or hand-written) must be on the SOGFSA approved Coach Roster form.  No generic forms will be accepted.
F. Team rosters must be turned in to the Assistant League Director before the SOGFSA preseason tournament. Rosters may be changed until June 15th and final rosters must be given to the SOGFSA Assistant League Director by this date.  Any roster not received by the deadline may result in a $25.00 fine (per roster) to the offending organization. This fine will be due within 30 days of the deadline. If the fine is not paid, the organization will be prohibited from participating in SOGFSA the following season.  Team rosters may also be emailed to the appropriate persons.  All rosters (emailed or hand-written) must be on the SOGFSA approved Team Roster form.  No generic forms will be accepted.
G. Managers or their agents are not permitted to recruit players that have previously played for any other District that is a part of SOGFSA. If a player has not moved from the District in which they played the previous season, the player must receive written permission from that District before being allowed to play on a team in another SOGFSA District.

H. Copies of the rules governing each age division will be made available on the league website (www.sogfsa.org).

I. All play within the SOGFSA will be governed by the USSSA rule book unless otherwise specified in the SOGFSA individual league rules. SOGFSA individual league rules will always supersede USSSA rules.

J. A player may only play on or be on one roster within SOGFSA.
K. No 10U thru 14U team may roster more than two (2) players that are actively on a roster of a select team.   All teams that contain a rostered select player must play in the “A” division.
L. If a team falls below the normal amount of players for its age group, it may pick up a maximum of two roster (2) players from the next lower league (i.e. 12A can pull from 12B or 10U) to bring the total number of players up to a maximum of ten (10), with the following limitations:
a. Head coach who desires to pick up a player must have prior consent of the player’s parent(s) and there must not be any conflict with the picked-up player’s regular team schedule.

b. Any picked-up player must play at least two (2) consecutive innings, bat last in the batting order and bat the entire game. 
c. If a regular player arrives after the game begins, she must replace a picked-up player in the field immediately after the picked up player has completed two (2) innings in the field.  The newly arriving player must bat in the batting order after the last picked up player.

d. Picked-up players cannot pitch.

e. All picked-up players must be identified to the opposing Head Coach prior to the game.

f. If rules “a” thru “e” are violated, the game shall be forfeited.




6:  ADMINISTRATION
    A.  Officer Duties

        1.  League Director: Shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the association and shall preside over all
 meetings of the Board.  The League Director will develop a monthly task list and set up a schedule 
             for the monthly meetings.  The Director shall be the focal contact for all new members.  The 
             League Director shall prepare an agenda for all monthly meetings.

        2. Assistant League Director:  Shall assume all duties of the League Director in his/her absence.
Shall prepare, distribute and maintain the schedules for all divisions.
        3. Secretary:  Shall take notes at all meetings and provide minutes from previous meetings to the 
            Board.  Shall also update and provide copies of league rules and By-Laws after acceptance by the

Board.  Shall also be responsible for any correspondence deemed necessary by the Board.

4. Treasurer: Will collect all dues and fees from member Districts.  Be responsible for making payments from the SOGFSA account to creditors as approved by the board.  Also, give a report at each board meeting of the financial status of SOGFSA.  If there is no Treasurer, this responsibility will become that of the League Director.  Upon the request of the League Director or at the end of each Treasurer term an audit shall be performed.  An audit committee should be formed to review with the treasurer the previous year’s account.  The committee should be formed at the September meeting.  The audit should be performed and results be reported at the October meeting.

B.   Coordinator Duties

1. Website Manager: Shall maintain the SOGFSA website at www.sogfsa.org
2. Score Reporter:  Will receive all scores from the winning coach by 5pm on Monday’s and will update the scores and standings on the website. Is responsible for collecting team won/loss records. 
3.Tournament Coordinator: Will be responsible for assisting with the draw for all tournaments and answering any eligibility questions with regards to players and/or teams.  They will be the Board representative for all tournaments and should be available at all times via mobile phone to answer any issues on tournament weekends. 

C.   All decisions by the Board will be based on a simple majority vote by Board members that are 
           present.
    D.  Changes to the Rules and Bylaws may be voted on at the same meeting in which they are proposed.

    E.  Board meetings will be held monthly except for the period from April to August.

    F.   No quorum will be required to vote on any Rule change, By-Law change or any issue brought before

          the Board.  It is the responsibility of each member organization to have someone in attendance at each

          board meeting if you want to have a say on any change or issue upon which a vote is taken.
G.  Violators of any of these By-Laws will be subject to whatever disciplinary action the Board deems 

      necessary.

7: INFORMATION AND PRIVACY
   A. All information collected by our association becomes property of SOGFSA. It is for the sole use of our

        association in an effort to promote fastpitch softball within our association. No officer, board member,

        Director or associate of SOGFSA may distribute any SOGFSA documents to anyone outside of 
        SOGFSA without the expressed written consent of the SOGFSA Board. Said documents would 
        include but not limited to: District Rosters, Membership Rosters, Coaches Rosters, By-Laws, Rules, 
        Schedules, and/or any other documents used in the procurement of our association. Team Roster 
        information is not the sole property of SOGFSA, but also belongs to the respective District involved. 
        Any release of information from a Team Roster must be approved by the individual District involved. 
        Anyone violating this provision is subject to disciplinary action by the SOGFSA Board, up to and 
        including suspension from our association.
   B. Distribution of information to any of our members will be handled as follows: The information must be forwarded to the SOGFSA League Director or Assistant League Director for approval. Once approved, the Director will handle the distribution of all information. There may be fees for the distribution of any materials. These fees will be as follows:

1. The total cost of the mailing including copying, envelopes, postage and any other costs incurred. 
      This fee will be paid to SOGFSA. This fee cannot be waived.

2. A processing fee of $10.00 per 50 mailings will be charged. This is to cover the time and effort put 
forth by the person processing the mailing. This fee will be paid to SOGFSA, but SOGFSA will 
then pay the person who processes the mailing. This fee may be waived by the League Director or Assistant League Director at their discretion. 

8:  TRAVELING TEAMS
    A.  Definition: SOGFSA will use the following criteria to determine what constitutes a "traveling team".

          1.  A team that holds open try-outs in which players from more than one school district or SOGFSA 
               member organization are involved, regardless of whether they make the team.

          2.  Teams consisting of players from more than one school district or SOGFSA member organization.

          3.  Teams that do not have their own fields as required for membership in SOGFSA.
    B.  Teams that are considered "traveling teams" under the above definition are not eligible to play in any

          tournament designated for recreational teams by either SOGFSA or a member organization.

C. Traveling teams are not eligible to put a team in a SOGFSA recreational division during the regular 
  season within their own age division. Requests for a traveling team" to "play up" in a higher age 
  division in the SOGFSA recreational division program will be considered on a case by case basis by 
  the Board.
9:  TOURNAMENTS
A. Through its membership, SOGFSA will provide for pre-season and post-season tournaments for its recreational league teams.  A separate tournament for each age group will be held – if possible. 

B. Members will volunteer to host the tournaments.  If more than one member volunteers to host a particular tournament, the Board will determine who hosts that particular tournament.

C. Tournament dates will be determined by the Board each year during the fall monthly meetings.

D. The tournament fee will be determined by the Board during the fall monthly meetings.
E. Every effort should be made to have the tournament divided into separate divisions to accommodate the “Upper” and “Lower” division teams.  Realizing at times this may not be possible due to the number of teams entered, the tournament director shall combine the Upper and Lower divisions.  It is recommended if there are a minimum of four (4) teams in each division, they should be separated.
F. The tournament format for all SOGFSA tournaments will be a three (3) game guarantee format.  Three (3) pool play games followed by single elimination.  
G. Dependent on the number of teams, a minimum of 1st and 2nd place team and individual trophies should be provided.  If feasible, a 3rd and/or 4th place team trophy may be provided.

H. No refunds will be given for teams that drop out after the draw has been completed.

I. All tournament games must be played using the current adopted SOGFSA rules for each respective age group.

J. During tournaments, no team will be allowed to participate without a minimum of 9 players on their roster.  No game will be started if less than 9 players are present and you must finish with 8 players.  Any team that has less than eight players will forfeit the game.
K. All teams must use their existing regular season roster.  Rosters will be provided to the hosting members and teams should expect to be checked for validity at any time during the tournament.

L. If a tournament team falls below the normal amount of players for its age group, it may pick up a maximum of two roster (2) players from another SOGFSA league team within your organization,  to bring the total number of players up to a maximum of ten (10), with the following limitations:
a. Head coach who desires to pick up a player must have prior consent of the player’s parent(s) and there must not be any conflict with the picked-up player’s regular team.

b. Any picked-up player must play at least two (2) consecutive innings during each game.
c. Picked-up players cannot pitch.

d. All picked-up players must be identified to the Tournament Director prior to the start of first game.

e. If rules “a” thru “d” are violated, the Team will be expelled from the tournament and no refund will be given.
M. Hosting members should notify the teams of their first game day/time by at least the Wednesday prior to the tournament.

N. If the tournament is not completed due to weather, the host member will determine if/when/how the tournament will be completed.  If the hosting member and teams entered cannot agree on a procedure to continue the tournament, the SOGFSA Tournament Coordinator will provide assistance.

O. Any umpire officiating in any SOGFSA sponsored pre-season or post-season tournament must be USSSA sanctioned.

10:  FORMS
A. All Coach Rosters and Team Rosters must be presented on the official SOGFSA forms.  No generic forms will be accepted.  Data on the forms must be either typed or hand-written neatly.  Forms will be rejected if they are not legible.  Forms may be emailed to the appropriate persons.  Forms will be provided at each of the meetings starting in January or they may be downloaded from the Web Site – www.sogfsa.org
11:  RAIN OUT GAMES
A. It is the responsibility of the coaches of the teams involved to reschedule rain out games.  The home team coach should work with their director to obtain available dates/times/fields for the makeup game.  This coach should contact the visiting team and determine what date/time is best to make up the game.  If the opposing coaches cannot agree, the respective District Directors should try to resolve the issue.  If the District Directors are not able to resolve the issue they should contact the League Director or Assistant League Director for assistance.  Every effort must be made to insure that all rain out games are made up.
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